Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ED 463 207

AUTHOR

TITLE

INSTITUTION

PUB DATE

NOTE

AVAILABLE FROM

PUB TYPE
EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTORS

IDENTIFIERS

ABSTRACT

DOCUMENT RESUME

SO 033 597

Lawlor, John M., Jr.

FDR's First Inaugural Address: Declarihg "War" on the Great
Depression. The Constitution Community: The Great Depression
and World War II (1929-1945).

National Archives and Records Administration, Washington,
DC.

2000-00-00

27p.; Photographs may not reproduce adequately. For another
lesson plan on the Great Depression and World War II, see SO
033 599.

National Archives and Records Administration, 700
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20408. Tel:
866-325-7208; e-mail: inquire@nara.gov. For full text:
http://www.nara.gov/education/cc/newdeal .html.

Guides - Classroom - Teacher (052)

MF01/PC02 Plus Postage.

Academic Standards; *Government Role; National Standards;
*Persuasive Discourse; Presidents of the United States;
Primary Sources; Secondary Education; Social Studies;
Student Research; *United States History

Congress; *Depression (Economic 1929); National Civics and
Government Standards; National History Standards;
Presidential Messages; Roosevelt (Franklin D); United States
Constitution

By late winter 1933, the United States had already endured
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was about to introduce for congressional legislative action to relieve the

dire effects of the Great Depression were unprecedented in peacetime.
1933 inaugural address,

In his
President Roosevelt recommended extreme measures.
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FDR's First Inaugural Address:
Declaring "War" on the Great Depression

IRADCURNL ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDELY
Jaghingten, D. C.
Unreh 4, 1935

Constitutional Connection

This lesson relates to the duties and powers of the
president and Congress as set forth in the Preamble , in
Article I, Section 8, Paragraph 18, and in Article II,
Section 3, Paragraph 1, that resulted in measures to
provide for national relief from the economic disaster of
the Great Depression .

This lesson correlates to the National History

Standards.

Era 8 -The Great Depression and World War II (1929 - 1945)

o Standard 2A -Demonstrate an understanding of the New Deal and the presidency
of Franklin D. Roosevelt.

This lesson correlates to the National Standards for Civics and
Government.

Standard IILB.1. -Evaluate, take, and defend positions on issues regarding the purposes,
organization, and functions of the institutions of the national government.

Cross-curricular Connections

Share this exercise with your history, art, language arts, and government colleagues.



List of Documents

1. Franklin D. Roosevelt's First Inaugural Address, March 4, 1933.
(page 1) (page 2) (page 3) (page 4) (page 5) (page 6) (page 7) (page 8) (page 9)

2. "Sgt. Burke, of the U.S. Army, talking to a group of boys just arrived from New York
as replacements for CCC Camp, TV A #22, near Esco, Tennessee, telling them the rules
of the camp before they go to their lunch. Behind the boys are some of the tents in which
they are living, pending the completion of the barracks which will be their winter
quarters. The iron cones behind the two boys at the left of the picture are heating stoves
for the tents."

3. "CCC Boys at work," Prince George County, Virginia.

4. Works Progress Administration (WPA) sewing shop at 475 Tenth Avenue, New York
City.

5. Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA) camps for unemployed women in
Arcola, Pennsylvania "Reunion Day First Campers Join Second Campers."

6. Farm Security Administration-Works Progress Administration: Unemployed men
eating in Volunteers of America soup kitchen in Washington, D.C.

7. Rural Electrification Administration (REA) - Tennessee Valley Administration (TVA):
"Stringing rural TVA transmission line."”

Historical Background

By late winter 1933, the nation had already endured more than three years of economic
depression. Statistics revealing the depth of the Great Depression were staggering. More
than 11,000 of 24,000 banks had failed, destroying the savings of depositors. Millions of
people were out of work and seeking jobs; additional millions were working at jobs that
barely provided subsistence. Currency values dropped as the deflationary spiral continued
to tighten and farm markets continued to erode.

During the previous summer the Democratic Party had unveiled a generalized plan for
economic recovery in its platform. They called their platform a "contract” and set forth in
it a series of provisions to remedy the economic disaster. Although frequently lacking
specifics, the platform addressed a wide range of issues: among them were agricultural
relief, Prohibition, unemployment, and old age insurance. While not followed very
closely by Franklin Roosevelt's administration, the platform did indicate that election of
the Democratic candidate would result in unprecedented governmental growth to deal
with the problems pressing on the nation. Roosevelt set about to prepare the nation to
accept expansion of federal power. Roosevelt recognized that the programs he was about
to introduce for congressional legislative action to relieve the dire effects of the Great
Depression were unprecedented in peacetime.



In his 1933 inaugural address Roosevelt stated: "Our Constitution is so simple and
practical that it is possible always to meet extraordinary needs by changes in emphasis
and arrangement without loss of essential form. That is why our constitutional system has
proved itself the most superbly enduring political mechanism the modern world has
produced. It has met every stress of vast expansion of territory, of foreign wars, of bitter
internal strife, of world relations." Yet, at the same time, he was prepared to recommend
measures that he knew could succeed only with strong public pressure in support of
extraordinary federal powers to deal with "extraordinary needs."

The first document featured with this article is the speech given on Inauguration Day in
March 1933. It is particularly memorable for its attack on the psychology of the Great
Depression. Less memorable but more enduring is the justification that Roosevelt
planned to use to expand the power of the federal government to achieve his legislative
objectives and thereby ease the effects of the Great Depression. Woven throughout his
inaugural address was his plan. He aimed to declare war on the Great Depression and
needed all the executive latitude possible in order to wage that war. For in addition to his
famous statement "the only thing we have to fear is fear itself," he also said "I shall ask
the Congress for the one remaining instrument to meet the crisis -- broad Executive
power to wage a war against the emergency, as great as the power that would be given to
me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign foe."

Resources

Graham, Otis L., Jr. An Encore for Reform: The Old Progressives and the New Deal.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1967.

Leuchtenburg, William. Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal, 1932-1940. New York:
Harper and Row, 1963.

Teaching Activities

Vocabulary

1. Direct the students to define the following words before reading the Inaugural Address:
induction, candor, curtailment, languishes, incompetence, abdicated, exhortations,
callous, ethics, endeavor, foreclosure, manifestation.

Document Analysis

2. Provide students with a copy of the inaugural address (Document 1). Ask them to read
it and underline any words that reflect a metaphor for war. For example, on page 1 the

words "convert retreat into advance"” would be appropriate. Direct student pairs to
compare and discuss their findings.



Group Research

3. Ask students to list components of President Roosevelt's plan to attack the Great
Depression as stated in his inaugural address. Copy these components onto a sheet of
butcher paper and post in the classroom. Next, provide students with a list of New Deal
programs. Use examples from the documents cited in this lesson (the CCC, the WPA, the
FERA, and the TVA) and add others that you deem appropriate. Assign small groups of
students to research one of the programs to determine whether it addressed one of the
issues specified in the speech and included on the posted list. Finally, direct the groups to
report their findings and discuss whether their program had any connection to the military
metaphor used within the speech.

Group Document Analysis

4. Divide students into six groups and distribute one of the six photographs (without its
caption) and a Photograph Analysis Worksheet to each group. Instruct the students to
complete the worksheet based on their assigned photograph. Ask a representative from
each group to describe the group's photo to the class. Ask students to determine which
New Deal program is depicted in each of the images based on the research they
conducted in Activity 3. Read the captions to the students to inform them of the actual
programs depicted in the photos.

Essay

5. Ask students to write an essay in which they analyze the war powers clauses included
in the Constitution and compare them to the tone of the speech and the development of
the New Deal programs.

Internet Research

6. Using the Web-based sources listed below, direct the students to access and retrieve
other New Deal images and documents. The students should search for images of their
local area, state, or region and record and then discuss the variety of New Deal programs
that they find represented in the images and prepare a brief report on the programs they
find. Permit the students to report their findings orally to the entire class or in small
discussion groups.

From the National Archives and Records Administration:
A New Deal for the Arts
http://www.nara.gov/exhall/newdeal/newdeal.html

Tokens and Treasures
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Democrat, 32d President, 1933-45
http://www.nara.gov/exhall/treasures/fdr.html

NARA Digital Classroom. Constitutional Issues: Separation of Powers
http://www.nara.gov/education/teaching/conissues/separat.html




NAIL (National Archives Information Locator)
http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html

FDR Library
http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/

From Other Government Agencies:
The Whitehouse: Presidents: Franklin D. Roosevelt
http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/glimpse/presidents/html/fr32.html

Social Security Administration History
http://www.ssa.gov/history/history.html

The Library of Congress, American Memory.

The New Deal Stage.

Selection from the Federal Theatre Project, 1935-1939
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fedtp/fthome.html

From Non-Government Organizations:
New Deal Network
http://newdeal.feri.org/

The American Experience: Surviving the Dustbowl
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/amex/dustbowl/

The American Experience: The Presidents
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/amex/presidents/frames/featured/featured.html

FDR Cartoon Library
http://www.wizvax.net/nisk_hs/fdr/index.html

Class Discussion

7. Facilitate a class discussion about other areas of domestic policy that apply the warfare
metaphor. Two examples are the war on drugs and the war on poverty.

The photograph above (control number NLR-PHOCO-74201010) is of WPA Federal
Theater Project figures silhouetted against the backdrop of the Constitution, c. 1935. It is
from the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library.

The documents included in this project are from the Franklin Roosevelt Library; Record
Group 142, Records of the Tennessee Valley Authority; and Record Group 69, Records
of the Works Progress Administration. They are available online through the National
Archives Information Locator (NAIL) <http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.htm1> database,
control numbers NLR-PPF-1820-1STCARBON-RS1, NWDNS-142-H-158, NLR-
PHOCO-53227(322), NWDNS-69-N-22420D, NLR-PHOCO-83116(2), NLR-PHOCO-
53227(291), and NLR-PHOCO-53227(1673). NAIL is a searchable database that
contains information about a wide variety of NARA holdings across the country. You can
use NAIL to search record descriptions by keywords or topics and retrieve digital copies



of selected textual documents, photographs, maps, and sound recordings related to
thousands of topics.

This article was written by John M. Lawlor, Jr., a professor at Reading Area Community
College in Reading, PA.




R ZNAUGURAL ADDRISS OF TERZ PRIZSIDRR
Uashington, B. C.
oysh 4, 1933

L o eortetn that oy fellow Americans expoot that
on oy induotion into the Presidonoy I will address then with
o eapdor and o deoedslon which the procont slituntion of our
Untion impels. Thic ic proccinontly the tive to ospcak tho
truth, the vhole trath, frankly and boldly. [or noed we
chrink fros honcotly fooing conditions in our eocuntry today.
%hic great lation will endurc as it hao endured, will revive
end will prospor. Oo, first of all, lot mo aosort oy fim
belicf that the only thing we have to fesr Lo foar itself —-
nancloss, unreaconing, unjuctificd terror vhich pamlyzoe
nocdcd offorts to convort rotrant into adwaneo. In every
dnrk hour of our national 1ife a londorship of franknoss and
vigor hos mot Tith thot undorotanding and cupport of tho
people themoclvos thioh Lo oosential to vietory. I am con-
vinced that you will again givo that suppert to leadorohip
{n thooce oritical dnys. . ' ,
| In such o opirit on ¥ part and on yours wo faoce our
ooron Aifficultics. Fhoy concorn, thank fod, only naterial
thingc. Valwes have chrunken to fantactic levelo; taxes havo |

piloon our obllity to pay has fallen; govornzeat of all kinés

Document 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's First Inaugural Address, March
4,1933, page 1
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15 faccd by cordcus curtallmont of incmo: tho means of ox-
change are frozen in the currents of tradoy the withored
loaves of industrlal entorprisze lie on every olde: farmsers
£ind no tarkets for thoir profuge; tho cavingo of many years
in thousands of fanilles aro gono.

Howo itportant, a hoot ef uncmployed eitigens fase
the grio problem of oxlotonco, and an squally great aumber
toll with 1ittle roturn. Only o foollsh optinist ean dony
the dari realitics of tho moaent.

-¥ot cuy aistrons comes from no fallure of substaneo.
Yo are otriaokon by no plague of locusts. Goopared with the
perils uhich cur forofathors conquored bocauce thoy bolisved .
and wore not afrald, wo have otill oush to be thankful for.
Haturo 8till offoro hor bounty and humanr offorts have multi-
plicd it. Plenty 1o at our doorstop, but a gomerous use of
1t langulshes in the vory oight of the supply. Primarily
thic 4is boeause rolers of tho oxehange of mankind's goods
have failed, through theilr ow?d stubbornness and tholy own
incsmpotonee, havo adnittef thely fallure, and abdicated.
Praotiooo of tho uncerupulous nonoy changors otand indletcd
in tho court of public opinlon, rejeoted by the hcarts and
nindc of mon.

True thoy have trled, but thoir cfforts have boon

N /s
~

Document 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's First Inaugural Address, March
4, 1933, page 2
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eact in the pattora ¢of an outuorn %traditien. Fnocd by falle
uro of orciit thoy have proposed only tho loudimg of moro
oeney. Strippcd of tho lurv of profit by ublieh €0 imdusc

our pcoplo to follow tholr faloo lcadorchip, thoy have ro-
cortcd to oxbortations, plmgimg tearfully for rootorcf confi-
donse. Thoy kmow only the mulos of a gomoration eof solf-
oockoro. %hoy hawve ne wicion, and vhon thore io no violiom
tho poople porich.

Yho tionoy changors havo fled from thoiy high soats
in the templo of cur oivilizatien. 'o mny now wontere that
torple to tho anoliont tratho. “he neasure of the veotoratien
1100 in Che oztont ¢o chich wo apply ssolcl valucs more noble
than mpe conotary profit.

flngpincos 14ec not in the m=oro poosocclicn of MoROY;
4t 1%cs in thse Joy of achievozont, 4mn tho thrill of ereative
offort. %ho joy and norol oficulction of work ro longor muct
bo forgotten Am tho ond ehnsoe of svarccecnt profits. Thoao
dark doys oill be worth oll thoy coot ue Lf thoy teach us that
our truo dootiny ic not ¢o bo mimiotorcd uate but to cinlotor
to ourvelveo antl te cur follow non. :

Rossgniticn of thoe falslty of natorlal wealth as tho
octondard ef cuesess geeo hand im hand with the abandonncat of

the faloe bolief that publie office and high politienl pooition

Document 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's First Inaug;rgl Address, March
4, 1933, page 3
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ore to Bo velusd only by tho standards of prifo of plaes and
porconal profit: and therc cuct be an ord te o oonduct inm baonk- -
ing and in duoinoss vhieh teo ofton hao glven te a saored trust
tho likenoga of callous and celfich mngﬂolng. Sznll wondor
that cenfidenee langulchoo, for it thrives only on honooty, on
honor, on the caoredness of obligationsn, on faolithful proteo-
tion, on uncclfich porforcnnce; without them Lt camnot live.

Reotoration callo, howovor, not for changee in ethiscs
olone. %hio Nation acke for action, and action now.

Our groatont primary task L8 to put peoplc to work.
This 1o ro uncolvablo problen if we faoe 1% wicoly and eourage-
ously. It can be accemplicked in papt by diroct reoruiting by
the Covernmont 1%sclf, troating the task as wo would treat the
emorgenoy of a war, but at tho sane time, through this employ-
nont, accompliching greoatly nocded projects to sticulate and
reorganise tho uso of our natural resourcos.

f#iand in hand with thic we tunt frankly recognize the
overbnlanoe of population in our industrinl esnters and, by .
ongaging on a nationnl sesle in a rodlotribution, endeavor to
provido a bottor uco of tho land Por thooe boot fittcd for tke
land. %he task can bo helpod by definite efforts to ralso tho
valueo of agricultural profuets and with thic the powor to

. purchnso the output of our eitico. It ean be holped by

-

Document 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's First Inaugural Addréss, March
4,1933, page 4
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proventing realiotieally tho tragody of the grevwing loso

through forceloguro of our cnall hones and our farss. It ocan :
bo holped by imolotonce that the Pedomal, Stato, amnd loenl gov-
oraonto act forthwith on tho demand that tholr coot be drao-
fleally roduecd. It eam bo holped by tho unifying of rollof
aotivitice whieh todny aro oftcn seattored, uncgoncatonl, and
uncqual. It can be holped Dy mational plamning for and cuper-
viston of all forneg of transportation anrd of comounicaticns ;

and othor utilitics whtch have a dofinitely publie character.

Zhero are pany ways in vhich it ocan bo holped, but 4t can never
be holped morely by talking about it. Uc must aet and act !
ot quiclkly.

Finally, in our progress toward o rosunption of work
ve roquire two gafeguards agalnst o roturn of the ovils of the
o0ld order; thero must be o strict supervicion of cll banking
and orsditc and imveotaonto; there nunt bo an end to opooula=~ :
tlion with othor poople’cs money, and therc cuct bo provision
for en gdoguate But sound ourrcengy.

Theoo aro the lines of attaecl. I chall prosently
urge upon s now Congraos, in epeoial scoefon, dotailcd neac-
uran for thoir fulfilivent, and I chall ceek the iuncdlate
agsiatancc of tho covoranl States.

\ Through thic program of astiecn wo addross oursolvoo

~

Document 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's First Inaugural Address, March
4, 1933, page 5
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%o pudting our own aAntioncl Rouce im erlor amrd malking lnsesno
balanse outge. Our imtormational trade rolations, though
vactly iopertant, arc im polint of timo ard nodsscolity cooondary
to tho eotobliichncnt of o sourfl maotlonal ceonony. X favor as
a praetienl policy tho putting of firot thingso first. I chall
spare no offort to rootore worléd trade by internaticnal cco-
nonie rFondiustoent, but the omorgonrsy at hoemo eamnot valt on
that accooplichnoent. )

¥ho baole thought that guidos thooso opooifie Deane
of nationol rocovery Lo not norrevly natioanlistie. It i the
inoiotoneo, as o firot ooncidoration, upen tho interdopendoncs
of the varlous elenente in ané parts of the United 8tatoo == a ¢
rocognition of tho old and pormancatly inmportant ranifestation
of tho Anerican opirit of the plencer. It 4c the way te ro-
covery., 1% 4g the icmediate vay. IL Lo the strongast assur-
anco that tho recovery vill endura.

In tho f£icld of world poliey I would dodlents thic
lation to the poiley of the good nolghbor -- tho nolghbor who
ropolutoly reopsoto himoolf ané, becauce ho dovc 6o, TOOPEOLs
the rights of others —— th2 noighbor vho raopoetc kic odbliga-
tionc and roopests tho canetity of hic agrocnontc im and with
a corld of noighborso.

If I w»cod tho tonpor of our poople eorrootly, wo now

Document 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's First Inaugural Address, March
4,1933, page 6
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realise oo wo have nover realized before our imnlomdopondonac
on anch othor; %that we ¢annet oorely taks but we must give ao
woll; that 4f we are to go formrd, W oot DOVe as o trainoed
ond loynl awray Tilling to casrifiec for tho Food of o cormom .
Gigolpiine, bocaugs without such dloeipline #o Pregroos 10
rnde, mo locdorship becones effeotive. Uo are, I know, roady
ond ©illing to ocutmit our 1ivos and proporty to cuch dioel-
plino, boeause 1t onkos possidle a leaderchip vhioh atns at

& largor good. $his I proposc to offor, pledging that tho
largsr purposcos vill dind uwpen uo all as a saered obligation
with o unity of duty hitherto covoled only in timo of amcd
strifo.

Uith this plodgo taken, I nsoune unhooitatingly tho
lonforship of thio graant arny of our people dediecated to o dis-
oiplined attack upom our cerien problong. 5

Aotlon in thlo imoge and to thic ond is foaolble un- y
dor the form of government vhilch vwo hnvo inkorited frea cur :
anoootors. Our Conotitution 16 go simplo and practieal that ‘
1t 1c posoiblc aluays to moot oxtroordimary nocdc by changoeo g
in cmphaols and arroagenont vithout loss of oocontial foram. .

That ic thy our constitutionnl syoten has proved 1tcelf the

- -

poot cuperbly enduring politicnl mochanicn the nedern vorld

hao produocd. Xt hno not overy otross of vaot oxpancion of

Document 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's First Inaugural Address, March
4,1933, page 7
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torritory, of foroligm warn, of bittor imternal otrife, of werld
rolations.

It 1o to bo hopod that the normal Balameo of oxoou-
tivo and legloiativo outhority nay bo thelly cfegqunto $6 mooet
tho umprocotonted toaok befors uc. Bubt 1t ooy bo that an un-
precciontod dcoand and nocd for undolaycd aetien cay eall for
terporary doparturc fron that norzal balamnee of publie proscdurc.

I oo proparcd undop oy cenctiftutlioncl duty to reoon~
oonré the noscuroo that o otricken natien in tho nidet of o
strickon world ony roguire. %hese noacurcs, or ouch othor
neaourao ac tho Congross may build out of 1to oxporicnes nnd

s viesden, I ochall sesk, within oy oonotitutionnl authority, %o
bring to gpocdy adoptlon.

But in tho ovent that the Congrone chall fall to take
one of thote two courcon, and in the ovent that tho antionnl
snergenoy 1o o611l oritical, I shall mot ovado the ecleny oourse
of duty ¢that w1l thsn oonfront me. X chnll ask the Oengrocc
for the ong romaining instrument to neet tho orisic =- bread i
Bxooutive powar to wnge a var againot the enorgensy, ac groat !
ac tha poucr that vould bo glven te no if uvs woro im faet in -
vadod by a forcign fos.

Por tho vruet ropoged in 0o I will roturan tho eournge

and ths dovoeticn that bofit the tine. X eam 4o mo looo.

Document 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's First Inaugural Address, March
4,1933, page 8
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Uo fnee the arducuc dnyo that lie Bafore us im the
unEm courngo of natienal undty; with the cloar sonceloucncoo
of gocking old cnfl precious noral valucoy with tho olean cat-
Ltofaetion thot esnes frod the otorn pom’ommé of Quty by
old and yeung olike. Ue sin at tho adsourance of a rounded
ané percanent nationnl 1ife.

To do not distrugt tho futurc of essontinl demeoracy.
Tho pooplo of the Unitod 8tates have net failed. In thelr
nocd they have regioterct o namdate that thoy want dirost,
vigoreas aotion. They have ackod for dicolpline and dircstion
undor leadorohip. They have node mo the proocent imstruient of
thoir wighesc. In the spirit of the gift I tako 1t.

In thic dedication of a lation ve hunmbly ask the
blecoing of OGeod. [loy Ho protoot cach and OvVory one of uc.
lay He guldc no in the days to sone.

Document 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's First Inaugural Address, March
4,1933, page 9
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"Sgt. Burke, of the U.S. Army, talking to a group of boys
replacements for CCC Camp, TVA #22, near Esco, Tennessee, telling them the rules of the camp before they
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Document 4: Works Progress Administration (WPA) sewing shop at 475 Tenth Avenue, New York City.
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Document 6: Farm Security Administration-Works Progress
Administration: Unemployed men eating in Volunteers of America soup
kitchen in Washington, D.C.
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Document 7: Rural Electrification Administration (REA) - Tennessee
Valley Administration (TVA): "Stringing rural TVA transmission line."
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a7 National Archives and Records Administration

Photograph Analysis Worksheet

Step 1. Observation
A. Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and
then examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each

section to see what new details become visible.

B. Use the chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph.

PEOPLE OBJECTS ACTIVITIES

Step 2. Inference
Based on what you have observed above, list three things you might infer from this

photograph.

Step 3. Questions
A. What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?

B. Where could you find answers to them?

Designed and developed by the
Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 20408.
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